
MEDIA RELEASE

Theft of Solar panels disrupts mobile services 

Windhoek, Namibia -29 July 2007

MTC Namibia,  the leading GSM operator in Namibia  recently reported
losses in excess of N$300 000 with this theft.  These losses were incurred
during the week of 23rd of July 2007.

Trigbaken

1. Installed  about  20  km  outside  Usakos,  en-route  to  Swakopmund,
close to the gravel road turn-off to Uis

2. It provides road coverage between Usakos and Swakopmund and
is also a backbone site to the coast

3. Damage is in access of N$300,000.00. All the panels were stolen
4. We  anticipate  having  the  damage  repaired  this  week

commencing.



Zeebrapan

1. About  90  KM  from  Gamsberg  providing  coverage  mainly  on  to
tourist traveling the C14 route 

2. We know of 8 panels that were found close to the Angolan border.
3. Only 15 solar panels are left from a total of 38 that means 23 solar

panels were stolen. 

MTC calls on the communities and local leadership to form a partnership
with us in order to safeguard assets that belong to the local community.
Theft  results  in  service  disruptions,  losses  of  revenue  to  MTC  and  local
businesses that rely on these critical telecommunications services.

Estimated  time  for  replacement  of  the  lost  equipment  would  be  3-4
weeks.

About MTC Namibia
MTC (Mobile Telecommunications Limited) was established in 1995 as a
joint  venture between Namibia  Post  and Telecommunications  Holdings
(NPTH), Telia and Swedfund. During May 2004, NPTH concluded a deal
that saw it hold 100 per cent of the shares in MTC by acquiring the 49 per
cent held by Telia Overseas AB and Swedfund International AB.  NPTH is
100  per  cent  owned  by the Government  of  the Republic  of  Namibia.
During 2006 the sale of 34% of MTC shares to a strategic/technical partner
were  concluded  with  Portugal  Telecom  which  also  holds  the
management contract.
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CONTACT PERSON: 

Mr. albertus aochamub
General Manager: Corporate Services
Mobile Telecommunications Ltd
Windhoek, Namibia

TEL: +26461-2802002
Mobile: +264-811002002
Fax: +26461-280 2918   
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