
STATEMENT BY TIM EKANDJO AT 30TH INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS PRESS 

CONFERENCE: 

 

Sponsors, colleagues and friends from the media. 

 

MTC, Tafel Lager, NASRIA and Profile Investments launched the 30th Independence 

Celebrations Concert on the 7th February 2020. This concert is a noble initiative by the private 

sector in the form of these 4 partners who came together and decided to provide world-class 

entertainment to Namibians who will be attending the Independence celebrations. Namibia is 

turning 30, it is therefore a significant time and place in our history as such a young country 

and thus why we decided to join forces to provide an entertainment line-up that is worthy of 

the occasion. 

Although this concert was initiated and sponsored by these 4 visionary partners, we sought 

for official endorsement from the Independence Celebratory Committee so that this concert 

becomes an extension of the official Independence program. We will therefore only open the 

gates to the concert once the official program has been concluded at the Independence 

stadium.     

When planning an event of this magnitude, our objective was to create a celebratory high 

tempo entertainment rhythm throughout the day and we have therefore carefully selected artist 

that will achieve the objective. Having said this, we have taken note of various complaints on 

social media claiming that the line- up is not diverse, that only artist from a certain tribe have 

been selected and some suggesting that we should include an artist from all 14 regions on the 

line-up. Our official response to these complaints is as follows, we have been in the music 

industry for over 10 solid years now, between us and Namibia Breweries we have put together 

countless of concerts and music events, we have managed the NAMAs for the past 9 years 

and never in our history have we ever selected an artist based on the colour of their skin, their 

tribe, or regions where they come from. The music industry is competitive, you are selected 

purely based on the quality of your music. There is no room for a selection criteria other than 

what I just mentioned. As an artist you must deserve to be on stage and only the quality of 

your music will earn you a spot. We will therefore not entertain any suggestion that we should 

use any other criteria that has absolutely nothing to do with music. Entertaining suggestions 

like this sets a very dangerous precedent, the next thing we will say is “Please ensure the 

winners at the NAMA’s are equally spread against race and tribes, it defeats the purpose of 

making music. We have not come this far to go back many years ago. The entertainment line-

up as announced will therefore remain. We might however add one or two more artist once 

we are granted permission to continue the show after 12 midnight. 

We had a security meeting with the various law enforcement agencies and we wish to assure 

the public that their safety will be guaranteed. IN addition to the Police and City Police, we will 

also deploy a huge number of private uniformed security guards in an around the stadium.  

We therefore invite everybody to come and celebrate Namibia’s 30th Independence with us in 

the company of great quality music. 

We have also planned a media briefing on either Thursday or Friday before the event with all 

the participating artist on the line-up. The media will be invited to engage them. 

Once our times have been confirmed, we will share the performance running order so that the 

public knows exactly which artist will perform what time. 



The tickets are selling extremely fast because this is not an event for commercial gain, we set 

ticket prices as affordable as possible to ensure everybody gains access to the stadium. We 

will not be selling tickets at the stadium or at the gate, we therefore encourage the public to 

buy their tickets in advance at Webtickets. 

I would like to thank MTC, Tafel Lager, NASRIA and Profile Investments for coming together 

to celebrate our beautiful countries birthday. MTC will also be celebrating its 25th birthday this 

year, Tafel Lager will celebrate 30 years of unity, NASRIA is celebrating being the foremost 

brand in the insurance industry and being the only company that covers liabilities as a result 

of strikes and riots and Profile Investments celebrates being proudly Namibian owned. 

 

I thank you.  


